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Application Area Meeting



YP  4 Feb 2004 New version of Savannah 2

Overview
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status



YP  4 Feb 2004 New version of Savannah 3

Motivation

merge of CERN and GNU developments to:
guarantee cooperation between all developers
profit from a large user community 

bug fixing and implementation of several 
‘important’ support requests

in particular, improve the functionality & flexibility 
of the support and tasks trackers to what is 
provided for bugs
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Look and Feel
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mail notification can be configured to use global 
or ‘item category’ specific mailing lists

Trackers (bug ,support, task, patch)

trackers share a common ‘engine’ and 
configurable interface (the current ‘bug’ tracker)
items can be ‘moved’ between trackers and also 
between projects
tracker items can have dependencies on other 
items in any of the trackers (including items 
belonging to other projects)
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Project Administration [1]

Selection of the features to be used by the project:

via the Active Features page (was in the Edit Public Info page)

Features can be turned on or off (among those selected 
for the group type the project belongs to)

Possibility to specify an alternative handler to what 
Savannah provides for a specific feature (if the Savannah 
administrator has allowed it for the group type the project 
belongs to)
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Project Administration [2]

project members role and permissions redefined
[Project] Administrator(s) manage members, 
configure tools for the project
[Tracker] Manager(s), previously also called 
‘Administrators’, manage the workflow (change items 
assignment, priority and status)
[Tracker] Technicians get items assigned to them, 
can change all items fields except the ones under 
exclusive control of the manager(s)

Note: terminology inherited from GNU
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Project Administration [3]

More subtle member permission configuration

the Group Type default permissions [1] set by the main 
Savannah administrator will be used if no Group default 
permission and member permission are set
if Group default permissions [2] are set, every project 
member will get these (effectively overriding the Group 
Type defaults)
permissions can still be set on a per user basis [3], 
overriding all defaults
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User personal area

new ‘Group Membership’ page
shows all the groups the user belongs to
allows the user to request to become member of an other group 
accessible both via a link in the left menu pane and via the top
menu of the user personal page 

‘watched users’ & ‘users watching you’ lists added to the 
user personal page [was hidden in the bug tracker admin area and 
therefore restricted to administrators]
Note: terminology inherited from GNU

personal mail notification settings accessible from the 
personal account configuration page [was hidden in the bug 
tracker admin area and therefore restricted to administrators]
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‘internal’ changes

common source with GNU

common ‘engine’ for all trackers

code and database cleaned in order to ease 
maintenance and provide a better basis for future 
extensions

cosmetics cleanup
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Status

deployed on the GNU site (>20000 users > 2000 projects)
to be deployed at CERN on February 13th 2004
several CERN enhancements adopted by GNU
just for your information:

savannah GNU site compromised & closed for 3 weeks in dec/03
not related to the new version
consolidated after a close review of security holes, now back in
operation
related to options we have not adopted at CERN (SW devel
hosting, security holes in backend scripts, etc)

thanks to M. Roy, D. Feichtinger, F. Orellana


